[image: Hollis][image: HSAT_Logo_COLOUR]Hollis Academy
Saltersgill Avenue
Middlesbrough
Cleveland
TS4 3JS

Tel:  01642 855010
Fax: 01642 851470
Email: hollis@horizonstrust.org.uk
Web: www.horizonstrust.org.uk 

Karl Fenton
Principal


Chief Executive
Elizabeth Horne CBE
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Dear Parents and Carers,

The Department for Education has asked schools to share information with parents about the Internet Watch Foundation’s self-generated child sexual abuse imagery campaign. The campaign launched this week and will last for six weeks. 

Are you unknowingly letting child sexual abusers into your home?
Young people are being contacted in their own homes on online platforms and apps and asked for sexual pictures and videos, while their parents and carers believe they are safe.
[bookmark: _GoBack]More and more sexual abuse material is created by offenders who coerce and groom children into sexual activities, often in children’s own bedrooms and bathrooms. They then record this via webcams or livestreaming services. It’s known as ‘self-generated’ child sexual abuse imagery.
This is happening now, and it can happen to anyone. But you can do something about it; you can help prevent it happening to your child.
Since the start of the pandemic, the amount of ‘self-generated’ child abuse imagery has increased dramatically.
In 2020, the IWF confirmed 68,000 cases of such imagery, a rise of 77% on the year before. It accounts for nearly half (44%) the imagery we took action on last year.
In 80% of these cases, the victims were 11- to 13-year-old girls.
You can find specific information for parents and carers here https://talk.iwf.org.uk/.
For your convenience we have also enclosed a useful guide aimed at parents and carers. 

Should you have any concerns regarding your own child in relation to such matters, then please contact your child’s tutor, the Parents Support Advisor or a member of the academy’s Safeguarding Team. 

Yours sincerely, 

Karl Fenton

Karl Fenton
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